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Principal’'s Welcome

2006 marks an important milestone in
the life of Thomas Carr College, and as
we re ect on our achievements over
the past ten years, itis only tting that
we launch a new school magazine to
showcase them. | hope Compass will
become an important part of College
life now and in future years, and be a
voice for our talented students and
hard working staff. So welcome to

the inaugural issue. Compass will
celebrate and acknowledge the many
outstanding achievements of our
College community and | hope that
you enjoy this special publication.

Since opening our doors in 1997 Thomas
Carr College has gone from strength to
strength academically, with our 2005 VCE
results the best yet. These included:

3 students achieving an
ENTER score of 95+

12 students (9%) achieving
an ENTER score of 90+

26 students (16%) achieving
an ENTER score of 80+

For the third year in a row our median

score increased to 30, which is well in the
state average, while our percentage of

40+ increased to 6%. Also of note was

the second 50 out of 50 score by Jeremy
Angelowitsch in Further Mathematics and 46
by Yusuke Kaneko in Japanese: the highest
mark achieved in Victoria for the subject.

| would like to congratulate our Dux of
2005, Rebecca Nadalin, who achieved

an ENTER score of 97.35 and who is
currently undertaking a Bachelor of
Psychology (Social Science) at RMIT.
Congratulations must also go to Aaron
Bates who received our inaugural
Approxime Accessit award, which is for the
student who achieves the second highest
ENTER score for the year. Aaron achieved
an ENTER score of 96.95 and is currently
studying for a Bachelor of Engineering-
Aerospace-Management at RMIT.

We are proud of the efforts of all our
students who successfully completed
their VCE and we thank them for their
contribution to the College. | am sure they
know they will always be welcome at their
Alma Mater, and | hope their success
inspires this year s VCE students.We also
congratulate the following students who
achieved an Enter Score of 90+:

Rebecca Nadalin 97.35
Aaron Bates 96.95
Ray Vincent Buenaventura 96.40
Sarah King 95.35
Cara Morrissy 93.95
Kate Buttigieg 92.70
Caitlin Kemp 92.45
Robert Cicero 92.15
Lachlan Hord 92.10
Anthony Sheehan 92.05
Jeremy Angelowitsch 91.45
Shi Xiao Feng (Troy) 91.85

[]
Paul D Astoli
Principal
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Mr Ashley Latchford
Director of Studies

Ashley Latchford has worked in a number
of large independent schools in Melbourne
and was the foundation Principal of
Alphington Grammar School and later
Principal of The King David School. Mr
Latchford is well quali ed, having gained
a Bachelor of Arts with Honours from the
University of Melbourne and a Masters in
Education from Monash. He has extensive
experience in curriculum development
and leadership, and is currently heading
the College s implementation of Victorian
Essential Learning Standards.

Mr Latchford is married to Wendy. They
have three daughters and one son, and
two granddaughters.

Ms Anna Geoghegan
Sports Manager

Ms Geoghegan has taken up the important
position of Sports Manager at the College.
Luckily for her she arrived in Melbourne in
time for the Commonwealth Games and
the summer sunshine! Ms Geoghegan is
from the United Kingdom and attended
the Gordonstoun School in the Scottish
Highlands and university in Manchester.

As well as being Sports Manager, Ms
Geoghegan teaches PE and Health.

New
Senior
Staff

The College welcomes
the following staff to
positions of responsibility.
They bring with them

a wealth of knowledge
and experience and the
College looks forward

to their signi cant
contributions to the
Thomas Carr community.

Mr Graeme Dent
Year 11 Coordinator

Mr Dent is married to Lainey and they have
two sons and a daughter. He teaches
Accounting, Legal Studies, Economics
and Business Management. He taught

at state schools near Springvale before
joining Geelong Grammar School, where
he spent the next 21 years. During this
time he enjoyed success as Housemaster,
Head of Department and Head of Sport.
Prior to joining Thomas Carr, Mr Dent was
the Principal of Stotts College, a school for
international students in the city.

Mr Dent has a love of sport and has
worked with the hockey teams at both the
Victorian and Australian Institutes of Sport.
He was also employed by the Richmond
Football Club as a Recruitment Of cer

but we shouldn t blame him for their recent
poor performances!

Ms Stacey Learmonth
Year 8 Coordinator

Ms Learmonth is not entirely unknown

to Thomas Carr College. She was at
university in Ballarat with some of our
current staff members and taught at Mercy
Regional College in Camperdown, with
which Thomas Carr has a Year 8 student
exchange program. During her time at
Mercy, Ms Learmonth was the Assistant
Year 7 & 8 Coordinator, Sports Coordinator,
Transition Coordinator and Physical
Education Coordinator. Ms Learmonth
brings valuable experience to her new role
and is enjoying working with the students,
their teachers and parents.

Ms Penny Addison
SOSE Coordinator

Ms Addison was born and bred in
Melbourne. After nishing her school studies
at Mooroolbark Heights Secondary College
in Melbourne s east, she went on to study
Islam, Arabic cultures, semantics, media and
sociology at the University of Melbourne. Ms
Addison has taught at MacKillop College
(Swan Hill) and King Khalid Islamic College in
Coburg, where she has been responsible for
pastoral care and curriculum development.
Ms Addison says she is enjoying leading the
large SOSE department at Thomas Carr,
and is also fond of reading, learning, yoga,
donuts and diet Coke!



Thomas Carrs 2006 extra-curricula program is one of the strongest and
most diverse we have ever offered. Already our Indonesian language
students have visited Malaysia and Singapore, swimming records have
been broken and, for the rst time, we are offering the challenging Duke
of Edinburgh Award scheme. The next few pages contain the highlights.

A Sporting Wrap-up

The summer sporting season at
Thomas Carr has been dominated by
swimming. Our own annual carnival
took place on 20 February and saw
16 records broken. Galway House
was unbeaten for a third year, but all
houses should be congratulated for
their enthusiasm, sportsmanship and
performances.

The following students broke race records:

Kristie Dunne (Moylough)
Year 8 Girls 50m Backstroke & Butter y

Timothy Eccles (Maynooth)
Year 8 Boys Backstroke

Abbey Sweeney (Galway)
Year 9 Girls 50m Freestyle,
Backstroke & Butter y

Leigh Ryan (Galway)
Year 10 Boys 50m Backstroke

Edward Goonan (Maynooth)
Year 11 Boys 50m Freestyle & Backstroke

Michael De Stefano (Galway)
Year 12 Boys 50m Backstroke,
Breaststroke & Butter y

Thomas Goltz, Kane Basile, Jesse
Edwards, James Wojniusz (Galway)
Year 9 Boys 50m Freestyle Relay

Anne Livermore, Lilly Nheu, Abbey
Sweeney, Brooke Clancy (Galway)
Year 9 Girls 50m Freestyle Relay

Daniel McGovern, Zachary Gatt,
Edward Goonan, John Lambrinakos
(Maynooth) Year 11 Boys 50m
Freestyle Relay

Christopher Latella, Michael De

Stefano, Benjamin Bevis, Jamie Hynds

(Galway)
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ACS Swimming

Following on from our carnival, 69 students
participated in the ACS Swimming
Championships held at Nunawading
Aqualink Swimming Centre on 3 April. In
what was a fantastic result, Thomas Carr
nished in third place (1840 points) behind
St Michael s Grammar School (2111 points)
and St Leonard s College (2121 points).

Outstanding achievements on the day
came from our year 9 girls who won their
age group, and year 11 student Brett
Doyle, who was runner-up male swimmer
of the meet. But all swimmers are to

be commended on their performances
and commitment. They demonstrated
teamwork, determination and will power.

Swimming: a full compliment of competitors prepare for
the Year 10 Girls 50m Backstroke at the 2006 House
Swimming Carnival.

Athletics

In December last year three of our
students, Danielle Fernandez (year 8),
Brodie McDowell (year 10) and Jemma
McDowell (year 12), represented Thomas
Carr College and Victoria in the National
All Schools Athletics Championships held
at the Homebush Stadium in Sydney.
Brodie performed exceptionally well,
nishing seventh in the 90m Hurdles
and third in the 200m Hurdles. Danielle
performed well in the Triple Jump, nishing
in 10th place, while Jemma injured her
hamstring in the heat of the 100m Hurdles
and was unable to compete further.

Track & Field: a group of Year 10 athletes prepare for
the 100m sprint at this year s House Athletics Carnival.



The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

It might not be as glamorous as Survivor or The Amazing
Race, but for 12 of our year 9 students, The Duke of
Edinburgh s Award offered enough adventure to see
them sign up for a year of challenges!

In what is an exciting addition to Thomas Carr s extra-curricular
program, The Duke of Edinburgh s Award sees students set goals
and achieve their potential in four key areas: community service,
development of a skill, physical recreation and adventurous
journeys. This self-development program for young school
students has been initially offered only to year 9 students, but

we plan to extend it to year 10 in 2007.

Those taking part have already successfully undertaken a two-day
hike along the Cape Otway coastline and are currently preparing

for their qualifying expedition later in the year. They are also making
valuable contributions to many local community organisations and

Duke of Edinburgh: Ms Prenter with Bronte Adams, Tahnee O Bree, Patricia Buttigieg,
Arthur Komar and Callum Hickson on their trek from Cape Otway to Johanna Beach

in March 2006.

Werribee.

improving their skills and tness in other areas of interest.

If you would like more information on the program, please call
Tom Bridges at the College during business hours on 9748 4466.

The College would like to thank
those individuals and organisations
currently supporting our students,
in particular, the Telstra shop in

Language students visit Malaysia

For any student studying a foreign
language, the chance to travel and
try out their classroom skills is an
opportunity not to be missed. This
was certainly the case for eight of
Thomas Carr s Indonesian language
students, who recently spent 13 days
in Malaysia.

The trip, the rst of its type ever organised
by the College, started in Kuala Lumpur
with visits to batik factories, the famous
Batu Caves and scenic Malay villages.
After seeing a host of exotic and rare
birds at the world s largest aviary, students
were able to test their language skills

by ordering their dinners at a night food
market. (No-one went hungry.)

The group then visited the world s oldest
rainforest, Taman Negara. The walking
was long and strenuous, but the boat trip
to the native Batek settlements more than
made up for it.

The tour then moved on to Malacca where
the group saw the Dutch Stadthuys, St
Paul s Church and Porta De Santiago: all
remnants of the Portuguese and Dutch
colonial rules. However it was perhaps the
old Chinese temple of Cheng Hoong Teng,
built in 1646, that was most memorable.

Kuala Lumpur by night.

Singapore was the nal stop where
highlights included Changi Chapel and
Museum, the Singapore River and the
chance to bargain!

All the students who took part in the tour
were great ambassadors for Thomas Carr,
and on arriving home, have really enjoyed
sharing their stories and photos. All agree it
was a fantastic opportunity to improve their
language skills and cultural understanding,
while also seeing some remarkable sights.

Thanks must go to the two staff members
who accompanied the group, Michael
Dalley and Xenia Shaw, as well as the
families of the students.

We intend to offer a
similar trip next year
for students in years
9,10 and 11.



Parents and Friends’ Association

The Parents and Friends Association provides social and fundraising support for the Thomas Carr College community. And with our
special 10-year celebrations coming up, 2006 looks like being a very busy year! But we are con dent that, in conjunction with the
10th year committee, we will create some special celebratory events.

Of ce bearers have been appointed for the year, and we thank all those parents who have offered their time, assistance and support.
All are invited to our meetings that are held on the 4th Wednesday of each month.

Teaching
Teams

As part of their on-going
commitment to professional
development, a number of
teachers at the College have
this year volunteered to become
members of a program called
Teaching Teams.

The program sees a group of
motivated teachers who are
interested in teaching pedagogy
meet on a regular basis to improve
student learning within their
classrooms. It also provides a forum
for them to discuss what is happening
in education worldwide. Areas the
three teams plan to canvas this year
include the different learning styles

of boys and girls; differentiating
curriculum; the theories of
educationalists such as Frangenheim,
Costa, Lillico and others; the

signi cance of emotional intelligence
in education; classroom management
skills and the use of information
technology in the classroom.

2006 Student
Leadership Team

Thomas Carr s Student Leadership
Team is made up of 16 Year 12
students elected by their peers.
Each is responsible for a portfolio
such as academic, arts,
communication and events,
environment, social justice and
sport. The team meets weekly

to discuss activities, events and
fundraisers, before putting a
formal proposal to the Principal s
Advisory Group.

To help our new team settle into their
responsibilities, its members attended a
residential training program at St. Mary s
College, University of Melbourne, in
January, and some took part in another
training day in May.

This years Yr 12 Student Leaders: (Standing L to R): Jemma McDowell, Jamie Hynds, Alina Luhan, Mitchell Tavener,

The teams rst task of the year was
facilitating design of the VCE banner and
slogan, Out of Life s harbour and into
Lifes sea , by seeking ideas, thoughts and
suggestions from their fellow students.
Their next big challenge is to join forces
with MacKillop College in Werribee to put
on the talent quest CARMA (the name
being an amalgamation of Thomas CARr
and MAcKillop).

Throughout the year a number of staff will
work with team members to develop their
leadership capacity in public speaking,
faith development and group skills. There
are many opportunities for the team to
take part in signi cant occasions at the
College, become known to the student
body as a whole, and respond to issues
around them.

Samantha Hunter, Geoffrey D Uienville (College Captain), Renee Le Toille, Chris Latella (College Vice Captain),
Chantelle Di Blasi, Christopher Swiergon, Alyce Galea; (Kneeling L to R): Daniel Vetrone, Brent Cataldo, Samara
Dunne (College Vice Captain) and Amy Fleming (College Captain). Absent: Peter Li.



Sea Change In International

Student Program

Coming to us from Beijing, Quan Li, better known to the
student community as Peter, is one of six international
students currently studying Year 12. Active in student life,
Peter represents something of a sea change at Thomas
Carr, as he is the rst international student to be elected
a school leader.

Peter s election follows a year of continued integration by our
international students into the Thomas Carr community. He, like
many of his fellow international students in year 12, has been
enthusiastic, active and keen to contribute to school life.

Peter believes this is thanks to a bridging of the gap between the
local and overseas students. He believes the two groups now talk
more openly and widely than at any time in the past, with the result
there is real interest by both groups in the others ideas. | feel there
is a real avenue now for international students to offer ideas and
proposals that could contribute to the quality of different school
activities, he said.

Peter says that during his time at Thomas Carr he has relished

the opportunity to immerse himself in a new environment, learn
about the culture and improve his English. He has also enjoyed
living with his host family and seeing how individuals have different
responsibilities. | have had to be responsible for my own learning
and making new friends from many different cultural backgrounds.
This has been a challenge but a very exciting one. | feel like | have
really matured.

This is exactly what happened to Brooke Parsons, one of the
College s integration aides, after she suffered a severe stroke
as a young girl. Now an ambassador for the National Stroke
Foundation, Brooke travels around Australia talking to young
people about the warning signs of stroke and how she
overcame hers.

Brooke s courage, determination and hard work as an
ambassador saw her become a nalist in last year s Australian of
the Year award. As a school that places great importance on our
students developing life skills and a sense of social responsibility in
the wider community, we are proud to have her as a role model.

Peter Li with fellow student leader Samantha Hunter.

Importantly for the College, Peters election as a student leader
signals that our international student program has also matured.
It shows our efforts to settle and integrate foreign students and
make sure they get the most out of their time with us are on the
right track.

Australian of the Year nominee and ambassador for the National Stroke Foundation,
Brooke Parsons.






